
Expanded range and population size for the
Glyphis garrickiNorthern River Shark

New population size estimates support ‘down-listing’

Number of sharks caught per location (>600 in total)

Based on this research, the Marine Biodiversity Hub Shark Action Plan recommends 
down-listing the species from Endangered (current listing under the Environment 
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 ) to Vulnerable; indicating a lower 
level of extinction risk.

Kakadu National Park and  
World Heritage Area is a site of  
global significance for the species
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2010:  32 Australian records from 6 rivers/estuaries

2020: >600 Australian records from 12 rivers/estuaries
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10 YEARS of Marine Biodiversity Hub research
Wider range than previously thought
New populations in northern rivers
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Van Diemen Gulf • 453

*Daly River • 71

*West Cambridge Gulf • 15

Ord River • 64

King Sound • 19

Papua New Guinea • 4

•  Adelaide River • 49
• *Sampan Creek • 30
• *Wildman River • 47
• *West Alligator River • 42
•  South Alligator River • 214
•  East Alligator River • 71
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Van Diemen Gulf   
582 – 1,116 adults 
Australia   
2,500 – 10,000 adults

Population size 
estimates


